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Worth More Than This 


by Catriona Johnson 

A dramatic difference between 
the earnings of female and male 
students persists, according to an 
annual study on student summer 
employment for UVic. 

Dr. Roy Watson's 1 988 Report on 
Summer Employment, conducted 
last September, states that 30.1 per- 
cent of men earned over $6,000 
during the sixteen weeks of summer 
break, while only 6.7 percent of wo- 
men earned that amount. As well, 
this category of earnings represents 
by far the largest concentration of 
men, yet the largest concentration 
of women, 27.3 percent, earned the 
lowest wages — under $3,000 dur- 
ing the break. 

Of those surveyed, 51 percent of 
women expected to cover less than 
one quarter of their educational 
costs through summer employ- 
ment, compared to only 32.4 per- 
cent of their male counterparts who 
expected the same level of savings. 

Further proving that the dis- 
crepancy is gender based, Dr. 
Watson of the Sociology Depart- 
ment explains that there is no vari- 
ation in earnings between 
students in the humanities and 
those in the sciences. Says Wat- 
son, "I was interested in trying to 


explore if there were differences 
in students from various faculties, 
but in fact there are no real dis- 
crepancies there." 

Only slightly more men entered 
the labour force than women (94 
compared to 92.5 percent), yet wo- 
men are far less likely to find full- 
time work than men; a considerable 
gap of 27.8 percent for women 
compared to 34.9 percent for men. 

Pam Frache, Pacific Region Wo- 
men's Liaison for the Canadian 
Federation of Students, voices her 
concern that the results show wo- 
men are less likely to be able to 
make enough money to finance 
their education. 

"The whole system discriminates 
against women," states Frache. 
"They are more likely to take out 
loans, leading to larger debt loads 
when finished their education." 

The survey also shows that wo- 
men, in order to lessen the financial 
burden of an education, are more 
likely to continue working part-time 
while attending university. 

Adds Frache, "Their studies suf- 
fer while in school because of 
part-time employment." 

Frache cites pay equity as pro- 
gressive legislation to cope with 
overt discrimination in pay scales, 
and she hopes the voluntary affir- 


mative action policy of the public 
service will soon become manda- 
tory and grow to include the pri- 
vate sector as well. She stresses the 
need for this as the educational 
system itself has yet to become an 
equalizing or liberating force in 
the job market. 

Dr. Christine St. Peter of the Wo- 
men Studies Program notes that de- 
spite these problems, women still 
earn more awards for high aca- 
demic achievement than do men. 

Dr. St. Peter offers one method 
of equalizing the financial status of 
female and male students. "This fi- 
nancial hardship is part of a larger 
systemic discrimination against 
women in our society. Women 
only earn about 60 cents to the 
male dollar, and yet they are ex- 
pected to pay off their student 
loans to the full amount, even 
though most of them will not be 
able to earn as much as their male 
counterparts. 

"Since women's wages are only 
two thirds of men's, statistically, 
women students should have to 
pay back only that percentage of 
the loans, otherwise their financial 
disadvantage will be perpetuated 
throughout a lifetime." * 


Economic Survival 


by Ann McKeown 

Ever hopeful of a glorious finan- 
cial future, our local business 
community launches off the new 
convention centre beside the Em- 
press Flotel today. Some partici- 
pants of the three day Visions 
Victoria promotion may be sur- 
prised to see that included among 
the panel are island anti-poverty 
acitivists Women for Economic 
Survival. 

One of WES' hundred-plus col- 
lective members, Dr. Josephine 
Payne-O'Connor speculates 
about the convention, "I suspect 
some will try to overlook the really 
serious problems, and housing is 
one concrete example of an ongo- 
ing lack of planning and concern 
with children and families." 

If there is one message WES 
wants to impart during Visions 
Victoria, Payne-O'Connor sums 
it up, "Inadequate housing is dan- 
gerous housing. It makes kids sick. 
We are not just talking inconve- 
nience, we are talking risk. Risk is 
having to walk ten blocks in the 
winter with inadequate clothing to 
catch the bus or just to get extra di- 
apers or milk. Poverty kills, and 
women with inadequate housing 
are seeing this first hand." 

In a 1985 joint survey between 
non-profit WES and the Community 
Council of Greater Victoria, 200 wo- 
men living below the poverty line 
reported that their most urgent con- 
cern was the lack of affordable 
housing for single parent families. 

Payne-O'Connor explains that 
the situation has only worsened 
since. "A critical moment for low 
income housing hascome. Weare 
going to be insisting at the confer- 
ence on focussing on what you 
could consider the dark side — the 
side that tends to get glossed over. 
We feel that it is critical that this be 
on the agenda at this conference 
and that such work continue after 
it ends." 


One-third of the respondents from 
WES' survey claimed to use food 
banks in order to supplement their 
monthly income. As well, WES' re- 
search correlates with other studies, 
as nearly all of the women urgently 
wanted the chance to support them- 
selves and their children. 

Victoria remains no exception 
to Canadian statistics which cite 
that over 60 percent of this coun- 
try's impoverished citizens are 
women. Single mothers are espe- 
cially at risk as, according to the 
Canadian Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women, 85 percent of 
single-parent families are headed 
by women, while 47 percent of 
these families live below the 
poverty line. 


Although many women work full- 
time, they run a greater risk then 
men do of receiving paychecks 
which condemn them to poverty. 
The majority of B.C.'s female labour 
force, for example, remains concen- 
trated in the lowest paid occupa- 
tions — clerical and service. 

During this convention, WES 
will be pressing for a balance bet- 
ween commercial development 
and people's living needs, such as 
more city parks and downtown su- 
permarkets. With representatives 
from all economic stratas, WES 
wants every commercial develop- 
ment project in the city to pay a 
portion of development profit into 
a fund for residential housing. 


Payne-O'Connor rationalizes that 
this will provide customers for 
stores and clients for business. 

She continues, "We have a city 
designed as though children don't 
exist. We have a concept of the 
city as a place of business, a place 
to visit. But we often forget that 
not only do people live there in 
the city and near to the city, but 
that many of them are children." 
Payne-O'Connor refers to exam- 
ples such as public transit's inabil- 
ity to accommodate small 
children and the lack of day-care 
facilities in shops. 

Brishkai Lund, WES member 
and UVic's program coordinator 
for Humanities and Social Sci- 
ences, identifies some barriers to 


single mothers included in WES' 
Visions Victoria presentation: 
"When you look at access pro- 
grams in B.C. in which many wo- 
men benefitted, most of these 
programs have been reduced. If 
there's a lack of day-care facilities, 
or if there are fewer dollars for 
part-time learners, there's another 
door closed." 

Lund feels that more encour- 
agement is needed th roughout the 
community and here at UVic to 
make poverty a legitimate topic 
for study. "It shouldn't be absent 
from our curriculum, it shouldn't 
be absent from our planning and it 
shouldn't be absent in our think- 
ing when we are doing budgets."* 


Feminism and Deep Ecology: 

Contingency and Connection 


by Kate Sandilands 


As deep ecologist Arne Naess 
noted in his January 1 1 lecture at 
UVic, there exists important politi- 
cal connections between move- 
ments which seek to heal the Earth 
and movements for social justice. 
When questioned, he conceded a 
. particular link between deep ecol- 
ogy and feminism; both move- 
ments, he suggested, share a 
strong sense of "compassion" for 
the "underdog". 

I would suggest that, in fact, the 
connection between feminism 
and deep ecology goes much 
deeper than such a vague, emo- 
tional tie. (Although, to his credit, 
Naess' written work displays con- 
siderable theoretical complexity, 
such an understanding was not 
apparent in his comments on the 
feminist/environmentalist con- 
nection on January 1 1 .) 


Such links occur on three major 
levels: the theoretical, the practi- 
cal and the political. This article, 
although by no means complete, 
will outline some of the connec- 
tions which have been made on 
these levels, in particular those of 
ecofeminist theorists and activists. 

On the most obvious level, rev- 
olutionary feminism and deep 
ecology share a theoretical under- 
standing of the need for profound 
and systemic change in order to 
achieve, respectively, liberation 
and autonomy for women, full so- 
cial equality, and ecological sur- 
vival. In both cases, piecemeal 
reforms are perceived as band-aid 
measures which, although per- 
haps useful in averting immediate 
catastrophe, are not adequate 
long-term solutions. Both theoreti- 
cal currents stress the need for a 
comprehensive and historical un- 
derstanding of the contemporary 


plights of women and nature in or- 
der to articulate strategy for the 
radical change essential for any 
desirable future. 

I cannot here begin to sketch ei- 
ther feminist or ecological theory 
in detail, let alone to elucidate 
their stated and potential theoreti- 
cal affinities exhaustively; how- 
ever, a number of general areas of 
conceptual connection are appar- 
ent. On a material level, the histo- 
ries of women and nature as 
"oppressed groups" are not only 
parallel but are inextricably intert- 
wined; the particular ways in 
which women are exploited de- 
pends largely on the ways in 
which a given society utilizes nat- 
ural resources. 

Stated another way, technolo- 
gies of resource exploitation play a 
determining role in the gendered 
division of both "productive" and 
"reproductive" labour — we can- 


not understand women's work 
without understanding the uses 
toward which a society directs 
natural resources. Conversely, we 
cannot understand the particular 
ways in which a society exploits 
the natural environment without 
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Trapped At Home 


by Elizabeth Lough ran 

The common perception of 
home being a safe place is little 
more than a cruel joke for one out of 
five women in Victoria with male 
partners. A recent UVic survey con- 
firms that this city is fostering the 
same level of tolerance toward wife 
assault as is the rest of Canada. 

Across the nation fifty percent of 
domestic calls answered by police 
are cases of wife assault, and each 
year over ten percent of homicide 
victims are murdered by their 
spouses — nearly all of these 
committed by men. 

Elise Wickson, (MA of Soci- 
ology, UVic) reports that 1 8.8 per- 
cent of two-hundred female 
survey recipients claim they are 
targets for their partners' verbal 
and physical fits of violent rage. 

Wickson's report also confirms 
that men who attack their partners 
come from every economic, ethnic 
and racial background. "This is truly 
egalitarian in nature," she states. 

Recent high profile examples of 
this include a Halifax family court 
judge who is being divorced and 
sued by his wife on the grounds of 
physical assault, and Kirby In- 
wood, an Ontario advertising exec- 
utive who received a thirty-day 
sentence for beating his year-old 
son and a suspended sentence for 
attacking his wife. 

Wickson believes previous 
studies limited to women already 



in shelters have mislead re- 
searchers to conclude such wo- 
men to be innately masochistic. 
Explains Wickson, "Women who 
are battered undergo the same 
process used in concentration 
camps and in torture methods, 
producing the result of a person 
literally becoming incapable to do 
anything to save her own life." 

Jay Cross, a graduate student in 


UVic's Sociology Department 
agrees. "We should be asking 
about what happens before the 
battering starts, because it's likely 
that the battering itself causes the 
'so called' personality traits. What 
we have measured in the past is 
not necessarily the personalities of 
battered women, but rather the ef- 
fects on the personality from the 
battering." Adds Cross, "Studies 
of emotional abuse have been in- 
cluded in research on elder and 
child abuse, but have not been in- 
cluded in studies on wife abuse." 

Neglectful ambivalence toward 
this crime extends beyond our ac- 
ademic institutions. For example, 
Canadians are legally obligated to 
report any suspected case of child 
abuse, yet we are not required to 
do the same when we suspect wife 
assault. 

Susan Robinson of the Victoria 
Women's Transition House ex- 
plains that while the law requires 
police to report any case of batter- 
ing, it is rarely enforced. "The 
number of charges we see laid is 
so small." She concludes "Wo- 
men just get deterred every step of 
the way," considering that only 
two percent of men who batter 
ever get sentenced. 

Ed. Note: For emergencies or coun- 
selling call Transition House, 
385 - 66 / 7 . Also, Inwood 's defence law- 
yer, Edward Greenspan, is coming to 
speak as an " expert " on domestic vio- 
lence. Bring your questions! Feb. 7, 
5:30 pm , Begbie 159. * 


Take This Man 


by Mojgan Diba 


When I was in grade eight and 
lived in the Middle East, a girl who 
was in my class was forced to 
marry a man she did not know. 
Her father had borrowed some 
money from someone and he was 
unable to return the money; so he 
gave his daughter instead. I remem- 
ber how miserable she was, and 
how she later had to give up 
school because her husband did 
not want her to be educated. 

How does the idea of being 
forced into marriage strike you? I am 
sure you would be horrified if your 
parents told you one day that 
have selected a suitable spouse for 
you, and if you refuse to marry 
him/her they will disown you. 

For most Canadian people this 
is an unlikely event; however, for 
the Canadian commu nities whose 
roots are from the Middle East this 
is still a common practice. 

These parents, who want the 
best for their children, are often 
unaware that they cause a lot of 
anguish for them. They arrange for 
their son or daughter to meet and 
marry a person of their choice. 
(Some parents choose a spouse for 
their child when s/he is born.) 
They do not consider their child's 
feelings regarding the spouse they 
have selected for her/him. 

Even if they becom e aware that, 
for example, their daughter hates 
the man they have chosen for her, 
they either disregard it, or they 


hope that she will grow to love 
him. If this same daughter is so 
bold as to refuse to marry the man 
chosen for her, she risks being os- 
tracized from her family. 

Most Middle Eastern parents 
want their child to marry a person 
who believes in the same religion 
and comes from the same back- 
ground or class. Many of these par- 
ents find it hard to communicate 
with an English speaking relative 
who may not understand their cus- 
toms and their culture. Further- 
more, while divorce is certainly a 
traumatic experience for many Ca- 
nadians, within the Middle Eastern 
community, "Til death do us part" 
is the only respectable option. 

Consequently, they prefer their 
child to marry someone from their 
own country who will never con- 
sider getting a divorce no matter 
how miserable s/he may be. Be- 
cause of their culture, and be- 
cause of the way they have been 
brought up, Middle Eastern par- 
ents cannot accept the Western 
culture, even if they could under- 
stand it. 

It is ironic that in our century 
some women and men want their 
marriages to be arranged. There 
are many reasons for this. First, a 
woman is not allowed to 'date' 
men, because if she did, accord- 
ing to the Middle Eastern culture, 
she would be no better than a 
prostitute. So naturally the 
chances of her meeting a man 
whom she will like is almost non- 



existent. Therefore, instead of be- 
coming an 'old maid', she will 
agree to marry whomever her par- 
ents choose for her. 

Second, a man who has been 
brought up within the same cul- 
ture, usually finds Western wo- 
men very bold and liberal. 
Therefore, he prefers to ask his 
family to find him a woman who 
will be virtuous and subservient. 

It is often easier for the son to ac- 
cept an arranged marriage than it 
is for the daughter. The man usu- 
ally gets to see the picture of his fu- 
ture bride, whereas the woman 
usually does not know what her 
future husband looks like. As well, 
the man can choose whether or 
not he would like to marry the wo- 
man whose picture he has seen. 
On the other hand, the woman 
has no choice but to marry the 
man selected for her if her parents 
desire the match. 

It is hard to believe that in this 
country arranged marriages re- 
main common among Middle 
Easterners. Too often Middle East- 
ern women are simply victims of 
this practice. They have seen 
Western women and they have 
observed the freedom these wo- 
men have relative to Middle East- 
ern culture. 

Most importantly, they have 
learned that in this country many 
people actually strive to attain 
equality between women and 
men. Therefore, it is especially 
hard for them to accept the rules 
of their parents' country when 
they can see how wrong those 
rules are. 

Unfortunately, these women 
have nowhere to turn. They are 
afraid of losing their families, and 
they are sometimes unaware of the 
Canadian laws which allow them 
to work and live independently of 
their parents; albeit they must 
brave a job market. My advice to 
them is: do not be afraid, and do 
not allow your family to force you 
into a marriage which you may re- 
gret for the rest of your life. * 


Editoria 


You may have noticed that the past four issues of The Emily (and this 
one, too) have included an image of a dragon alongside our logo. The 
reason behind the use of this ancient mythic creature is not so haphaz- 
ard as it might seem at first glance. According to the Eastern astrological 
system, we have all been living in the "year of the dragon" since Febru- 
ary 1 7, 1 988, and we will be entering the next lunar-calendar "sign" on 
February 6, 1 989. The representative creature for the comi ng year is the 
snake. 

I am a wood-dragon woman. In the Chinese system (which combines 
twelve 'animals' and fire 'elements') the wood-dragon year comes only 
once in sixty years. The recently "transformed" Salvador Dali was a 
wood-dragon, and if you were born between February 1 3, 1964 and 
February 1 , 1 965 on the western calendar, then you are too. If you were 
born between February 2, 1965 and January 20, 1966, then you are a 
wood-snake. 

Western patriarchal imagists have turned both the dragon and the 
snake into symbols of "evil", just as they have denigrated women as 
whore-temptresses who manipulate through their sexual power. This is 
a fear based interpretation which is far removed from the ancient and 
respectful view of dragons and snakes. 

Scientifically speaking, there is also archeological evidence from 
Crete which concludes that snakes were kept in homes, both as rodent 
control and as pets. They werje reveredJn connection with the highly 
prominent Snake-Goddess, and were always associated with a female 
deity. In ancientEgypt; the cobra was^a typical part of a pharoh's head- 


dress, and is li 
snake a 


ies since the head of the 



nakes to be sacred to Asclepius, 
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connected to woman's abt% to ovulate-menstri*3te and give birth. The pa- 
triarchal culture has a strong f§at"of i§is ehtir£ fe/generation process, and 
has thus devalued worn Jfcs sexual contact; indeed, it has made 

us "dirty". Further, this fearfc due toThe appSfent lack of control over the re/ 
generative process and is especially evident in recent reproductive technol- 
ogy practices which are performed largely by male scientists who, as we all 
know, cannot experience the Special powers of re/generation on a physical 
level themselves. J V I gjf % « 

Fear of snakes may have come originally from poisonous snakes' abil- 
ity to kill a perfectly healthy human nearly Instantly with on ly one small 
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than any other creature, and thus symbolized vigilance. The image: a 
grandmother watching over a sick child through the long night. 

Spiritually, the dragon-snake is representative of the "kundalini" en- 
ergy located at the seat oftKe$pine,and (as is typical of the unseen in this 

'. The Christian myth of the 
responsible for the erasure of 
%.omen, and sexuality. It has re- 
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queasy about snakes emerges from 
ber|gis a biologist who always had an 
entourage of creatures around ; tb| house. I grew up thinking it was per- 
fectly natural to associate with everything from mealworm colonies to 
birds with broken wings to the bat in the fridge to a continous stream of 
cat-kittens to the snakes that lived in the glass cages which had been 
made for them. 

I learned respect and companionship for these creatures, not fear; 
snakes were just another of the living beings I grew to understand as 
pets. I now think of them as emanating wisdom, health, and power from 
within. So remember to respect both the creepycrawly creatures of the 
earth and your own inner stirrings. And have a happy new snake-year. 


Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily in accordance 
with those of the Women's Studies Department. We will print no racist , sexist 
or homophobic material. 

Correspondence is to be addressed to the University of Victoria Women's 
Centre , Rm. 106, Student Union Building, P.O. Box 1700, Victoria B C V8W 
2Y2. 
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NEWSFLASH 


Watch for "What is 
Women's Studies?" and 
a schedule of events in 
conjunction with 
International Women's 
Day in our next issue. 




AS WISE AS 
SERPENTS 



AS WISE AS SERPENTS: 

1883 - 1939 
Five Women and an 

Organization that changed 
British Columbia 
By Lyn Gough 

Swan Lake Publishing, 1988 

As Wise As Serpents zeros in on 
five women — Maria Grant, Helen 
Grant, Margaret Jenkins, Emma 
Spencer, and Cecilia Spofford — 
who formed a core collective of 
the B.C. Women's Christian Tem- 
perance Union (WCTU). 

Through an interdisciplinary ap- 
proach (econom ics-h istory- 
philosophy- politics-sociology- 
women's studies) we learn who 
these women were via Gough's 
comprehensive synthesis of the 
events they caused to happen. 
Indeed, Gough dedicates her 
work "to the Memory of Pioneer 
Women of the West." 


Lynn Gough, Ba.BSc. (hons), 
M.Sc. (Wales), who moved to Vic- 
toria in 1980, says that the re- 
search for this project (which she 
began in 1984) is drawn primarily 
from the B.C. Women's Christian 
Temperance Union Year Books, 
newspapers, provincial journals, 
statutes, and sessional papers. She 
skilfully weaves together the lives 
of women in Victoria's past, mak- 
ing this text an excellent reference 
to powerful and organized exem- 
plars in local women's herstory. 

So if there's any her/history/ 
sociology/political science stu- 
dents out there suffering from sex- 
ist course content, I highly 
recommend As Wise As Serpents 
for a scholarly woman's perspec- 
tive on our foremother's lives. 
These highly inspirational women 
walked on the same ground we 
now walk on and assisted in mak- 
ing many things possible for us to- 
day (including access to "higher 
education"!). 

It appears that the secret to these 
women's success was in their ability 
to work together , even to think to- 
gether (an exceptional skill which 
helps keep the cogs of societal 
change running smoothly). In 
Gough's own analysis: "The moral 
superiority of women formed the 
cornerstone of the WCTU philoso- 
phy, a view in many ways consistent 
with the Victorian era where wo- 
men were often regarded as vir- 
tuous and worthy of pedestals. The 
WCTU decreed that pure-minded 
women would set the standards for 
society. 

"As mothers, or potential 
mothers, women bore the ultimate 
responsibility for society — for 
molding the ideals of youth, and 
therefore the nation. Said Francis 


Pioneer Spirit: 

Women in Trades 


by Michelle Gerrior 


This is the job your mother 
warned you about. 

Your mother warned you, your 
peers questioned you, and now 
your workmates harass you. They 
test your ability to do your job, or 
worse, they do everything for you 
and never let you prove how capa- 
ble you are. 

You are a woman in a male- 
dominated trade. 

The Victoria Women in Trades 
Society (VWTS) encourages and 
supports women in the trades or in 
technology fields. Member Jean 
Willow is the project manager for 
"Women in Construction," a job 
development program initiated by 
VWTS for women receiving social 
assistance. 

"Social assistance can make 
people feel like victims," says Wil- 
low. "The two main reasons peo- 
ple are on social assistance are 
that they lack training and that 
there is a lack of support for single 
parents." Keeping in mind also 
the lack of jobs and an insufficient 
minimum wage, it is not surprising 
that so many women have no al- 
ternative to a monthly govern- 
ment cheque. 

The first of its kind in Victoria, 
the 22 week program which be- 
gan January 23 will train eight wo- 
men in a construction-related 
trade and provide work experi- 


ence. VWTS elicited funding from 
Canada Employment and has con- 
tracted the Interurban Campus of 
Camosun College to supply class- 
rooms and instruction for the first 
eight weeks of the program . 

The women will be taught basic 
skills in work safety, tool identifica- 
tion and carpentry, and will work 
on small projects. In addition, they 
will learn math and life skills to sup- 
plement the trade theory. 

"We'll be teaching them life 
skills such as self-defense, asser- 
tiveness, communication, prob- 
lem solving, and time and stress 
management," adds Willow. 

But self-defense on the work 
site? Is it really that bad? 

"We don't expect women will 
need to defend themselves at 
work," Willow explains. "The 
self-defense training will help 
strengthen them and give them 
confidence." 

The women will spend the re- 
mainder of the program working 
for contractors around the city. 
Several contractors have been 
chosen already. 

Willow says the response to her 
calls has been mixed. "One fellow 
I talked to became defensive and 
hung up on me," she recalls. "An- 
other was very enthusiastic. He 
had hired a woman before and 
said she was the best worker he 
had ever had. He said he would 
hire a woman anytime." 


During the work period, the wo- 
men will be doing renovations and 
construction and some may build 
framing for lighting fixtures and 
other "ceiling jobs." They will op- 
erate such machinery as skill- 
saws, radial arm saws, and pneu- 
matic hammers. When the pro- 
gram is over it will be the women's 
personal determination as well as 
contractors' openness to women 
workers which will decide if they 
take a full-time job in a trades-re- 
lated industry. 

"They could end up working for 
the city, or in hardware or lumber. I 
remember walking into a hardware 
store and a woman was working 
there. She knew everything about 
all the tools and everything they 
sold. I felt really good to meet a wo- 
man with that knowledge." 

According to Willow, only one 
to two percent of construction 
workers are women, and this pro- 
gram is a "drop in the bucket to 
equal that out." 

There used to be over 20 col- 
lege trade courses for women in 
B.C. Now there are two. Canada 
Employment will not let colleges 
advertise courses such as wo- 
men's introductions to trades pro- 
grams because there is allegedly 
no demand and no need shown 
for them. 

"It would enhance and support 
women going into non-traditional 
occupations if there were a regularly 
funded program," purports Willow. 
However, there will be no regularly 
funded program without a waiting 
list and as trade courses for women 
are not advertised, most women do 
not know about the course, hith- 
ereto no waiting list. 

Willow says the funding was cut 
because of politics, not because 
there is no interest in these courses. 

"As far as I can tell, what it 
comes down to is politics and lack 
of public awareness. Everything 
depends on who is in power and 
how the money is directed." * 



Willard: 'Who has so great a stake 
in the government as the nation's 
motherhood?' Thus women had lit- 
tle difficulty in reconciling their role 
of mother wit h that of activist. They 
were courageous women, unafraid 
to speak out on unpopular causes. I 
admire them all." * 
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I fully admit to being an antichrist. 

I know they will say I'm blasphemous, or 
ridiculous, but I know. 

I don't see it as bad, Just the way 
it is. 

He was a man, I am a woman. 

He was feminine, gentle as silk 
I am masculine, shocking as a shaved head 
He was a lamb, I am a lion 
He a son, I a daughter. 

Opposites, Christ. Antichrist. 

Neither of us believed in hierarchies. 

He associated with men, I with women 
each with our own kind, 
just as anyone can be a christ, anyone can 
be an antichrist. 

I have another name for it, 
antichrist is full of hate 
as a word, tainted by the Christian church 
as is woman's name. 

It is time now to Claim 

forme for us for the Goddess in us. 

He in a holy land built with women's hands 
I in a land of holes dug by men's machines. 

I smile quietly to myself when I think of my father 
who is a carpenter. 

I too shall be persecuted for my beliefs, 
but it isn't going to stop me. 

This is not to say I'm arrogant 
or that I have a messiah complex, Just 
to say that I am. 





Ecofeminism — from page 1 

understanding the social/sexual 
division of labour. 

On an ideological level, the con- 
nection between women and na- 
ture is even more overt; it is no 
accident that we conceive of the 
Earth as "Mother Nature" or that 
we speak of logging "virgin forests" 
or mining "the Earth's womb". 
Conceptually, nature has histori- 
cally been portrayed as female be- 
cause women and nature have 
been viewed in much the same 
way: as "inferior", as "resources" 
to be tapped, controlled and used 
according to the needs of men. 

This "instrumentalization" of 
nature and women serves to rob 
each of any intrinsic and self-de- 
fined value, instead redefining 
them as expendable according to 
patriarchal concepts of develop- 
ment. And if women and nature 
are pictured as "Other" within 
patriarchal categories, then it be- 
comes easy to assign to them those 
qualities and characteristics not as- 
sociated with the dominant group. 

For example, women and na- 
ture have frequently been por- 
trayed as "wild", as "evil" (closer 
to hell in the cosmological hier- 
archy); as a result, it becomes justi- 
fiable if not commendable to 
develop new complex methods of 
control, taming the irrational fe- 
male through laws confining us to 
the legal status of children or tam- 
ing the wilderness through new 
and "better" ways of keeping na- 
ture as distant as possible from reg- 
ular human contact. 

And it is no accident that just as 
the Scientific Revolution began to 
make possible the mass exploita- 
tion of nature — through both so- 
cial and technological develop- 
ments — the ideology of the irra- 
tionality of women and nature 
gained both philosophical and 
popular eminence. Such a concep- 
tual linkage and mutual denigra- 
tion was justification for the 
increased control over and exploi- 
tation of both nature and women. 


Of course, such a vision of "pro- 
gress" has resulted in imminent 
ecological catastrophe and in the 
relative powerlessness and con- 
finement of women to very particu- 
lar prescribed roles. Thus, the con- 
temporary patriarchal environ- 
mental crisis takes a particular 
shape; one which is really only dis- 
cernible upon historical analysis 
of the positions of women, nature 
and the connection between the 
two. 

That connection continues, on 
a very practical level, to a point at 
which the link has become an im- 
portant consideration for both 
feminists and ecologists. In our ex- 
ploitation of the natural environ- 
ment, the conditions in which 
women live and work are shaped 
by environmental constraints dif- 
ferently than those of men, largely 
due to continued power imbal- 
ance between the sexes. 

In the international division of la- 
bour, for example, it is women who 
tend to work in the industries 
which are not governed by work- 
place environmental protection 
measures, who breathe in the nox- 
ious industrial fumes. It is women 
who are responsible for creating 
new homes when their lands are 
expropriated by multinational cor- 
porations bent on expanding their 
environmentally destructive agri- 
cultural practices. It is women who 
are expected to act as caregivers to 
children born deformed due to ra- 
diation or chemical poisoning. 

Ecology is, then, definitely a 
feminist issue, on both theoretical 
and practical levels. To the extent 
that deep ecologists recognize 
that not all of humanity is equally 
responsible for the historical and 
continuing destruction of nature, 
feminism is also an environmen- 
talist issue, particularly as deep 
ecologists stress the need for the 
development of new ways of act- 
ing in nature outside of our past 
patriarchal modes of being, living 
and working. 

The development of such 
modes constitutes the common 
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political ground upon which deep 
ecology and revolutionary femi- 
nism converge. As suggested 
above, the theory/practice (praxis) 
relationship in each movement 
stresses both historical under- 
standing and the creation of alter- 
native ways of being from that 
understanding. Both movements 
also stress process , in particular 
the implementation of socially 
democratic and responsive forms 
of political organization and activ- 
ism toward radical change, and 
the tolerance of diversity. 

The ecofeminist caucus of the 
Green Party represents one group 
which puts these considerations 
into practice. They stress the cre- 
ation of a cooperative, non hier- 
archical and ecologically 
sustainable society through the 
use of principles of "non-vio- 
lence, peace and decision making 
through the use of consensus" 
(Green Party News , Autumn, 
1988, p.2) in both collective ac- 
tion and in personal daily practice. 

The connection on any one of 
these three levels is not without 
problems or questions, many of 
which are endemic to any social 
movement attempting to develop 
within the confines of an ecologi- 
cally destructive, patriarchal soci- 
ety. The possibilities for further co- 
development are, however, 
promising, particularly consider- 
ing our growing awareness of im- 
minent ecological catastrophe, of 
the pervasive subordination of 
women and even of the connec- 
tion between the two. (The subor- 
dination of other minority groups 
is also crucial, as race and class are 
important issues in defining social 
divisions of labour as well as gen- 
der. Unfortunately, this article 
could not include these complex 
issues in this limited space.) 

The implications are clear: to 
survive as a species, radical re- 
definitions of social structure, of 
power relations and of our relation- 
ship to the natural environment are 
all imperative, as all these areas are 
crucially intertwined. * 
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If you like tarot cards 
and choosing your own colours 

try "Daughters of the Moon" 
tarot cards 

available at 
Sri Atman Bookstore. 
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Original Ethnic Clothing, 
Jewelry, Tribal Carpets 
and Rare Textiles 


538 YATES STREET 
VICTORIA, B.C. V8W 1K8 
PHONE: (604) 382-3747 

iisns@@@isis@isis)5isiSBiaeisisei9asis 



Seed of Life 

Natural Foods 


• Bulk Nuts and Dried Fruits 

• Bulk Honey 99<t lb. 

• Bulk Grains, Cereal and Flour 

• Freshly Ground Peanut Butter 

1316 GOVERNMENT ST.. VICTORIA 382-4343 
10% off to students with valid student card 
FREE 1 hr. PARKING Available around comer at Yates St. Parkade 



Everywomans Books 

641 Johnson St., Victoria, B.C. phone: 388-9411 
hours: Monday-Saturday, 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Women’s Studies, Health, Sexuality, Biography, 
Psychology, Relationships, Lesbian Fiction and 
Non-fiction, Non-sexist Children’s Books and more... 

ALSO— Calendars, Records, Tapes, Cards, Jewellery. 
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